
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.
In a medium bowl, whisk together the whole
eggs, egg yolks, half-and-half, sugar, and vanilla.
Set the custard mixture aside. Slice the
croissants in half horizontally. In a 10 by 15 by 2
1/2-inch oval baking dish, distribute the bottoms
of the sliced croissants, then add the raisins,
then the tops of the croissants (brown side up),
being sure the raisins are between the layers of
croissants or they will burn while baking. Pour
the custard over the croissants and allow to soak
for 10 minutes, pressing down gently.
Place the pan in a larger one filled with 1-inch of
hot water. Cover the larger pan with aluminum
foil, tenting the foil so it doesn't touch the
pudding. Cut a few holes in the foil to allow
steam to escape. Bake for 45 minutes. Uncover
and bake for 40 to 45 more minutes or until the
pudding puffs up and the custard is set. Remove
from the oven and cool slightly. Serve warm or
at room temperature.

DIRECTIONS:

Recipe of the Month:
Croissant Bread Pudding

3 extra-large whole eggs
8 extra-large egg yolks
5 cups half-and-half
1 1/2 cups sugar
1 1/2 teaspoons pure vanilla
extract
6 croissants, preferably stale
1 cup raisins

INGREDIENTS:

Great Lakes Benefits and Wealth
Management
1235 Hull Road.
Sandusky, Ohio 44870

PRESORTED

STANDARD MAIL

US POSTAGE PAID

SANDUSKY, OH

PERMIT #15

Watch, Sundays @ 11AM on WGGN 52
Listen on the Radio, Saturdays @ 8:30AM

on WLRD 96.6 and @ 10AM on FM 97.7

Sandusky Office:
1325 Hull Road, Sandusky, OH 44870
Phone: (419) 626-3900
Toll Free: (866) 626-3990

Office Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9AM - 4:30PM
Sat: By Appointment Only

Elyria Office:
1530 West River Road, Elyria, OH 44035
Phone: (440) 934-3141
Toll Free: (866) 626-3990

Office Hours:
By Appointment Only

DON'T FORGET TO
CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!
WWW.TODAYSRETIREES.COM



When I get a fair accounting of a client's spending, we then look at the client's "net
income" over the accounting period. In other words, how much was deposited
into their bank accounts from employment, pensions, social security, etc.?  We
look at the net income, we compare total spending for the accounting period. Did
they have more income than expenses? If they did, we would look at their bank
account balances! Did their checking and savings go up an amount like the
difference in income vs. expenses? If all the numbers are close, we have a great
baseline for a financial and retirement plan.

Sometimes the spending adds up to more than the net income. So, we look to see
if savings and checking accounts went down. Whether a withdrawal was taken
from an investment account. Or whether an asset was sold, or inheritance
received. Math is math, and the numbers tell the whole truth.

If the numbers don't add up, then the work begins. Why don't they add up? Is
there something someone’s not being honest about? Did an expense get
overlooked? Where is the account error? It must be found, so the client can have a
beautiful, worry-free retirement, with no surprises!

If you decide to go back to basics and make an accounting of your spending,
make sure you are 100% honest with yourself when looking backward and
gathering your expenses. If you fib to yourself or think, "well… I can spend less
moving forward, so it won't be an issue" you are only setting yourself up for
disappointment. And maybe a change of lifestyle in the future, or even a return to
work, cutting your retirement short!

Until next month,

Wayne

P.S. One other thing I would like to say is… when a decision to retire is made, you
are, in essence, accepting your place in life. You are satisfied with the money you
have accumulated up to date, and are happy with the accomplishments you have
made in whatever field you were in. In other words, you have achieved your goals
and objectives and are proudly hanging it up!

SEPTEMBER '20 MONTHLY MESSAGE FROM WAYNE

It's back to basics this month. Covid19 has really brought many of us back to the
basics of daily living. Many of us are not doing the things we used to do. No travel.
Minimal eating out. Minimal visiting with family and friends. It's kind of nice,
actually. A simple life can mean a stress-free life or at least a less-stressful life.
Not so many deadlines. Not so many invitations to birthdays, graduations,
weddings, etc. 
 
We can't visit loved ones and friends in hospitals or nursing homes. So, we really
have a lot more time on our hands to make things all about ourselves and our
families, which can be a good thing. Keeping it simple. I'm going to back up many
years here and touch on "keeping it simple" regarding your retirement. One of the
simplest, most important items for a successful retirement is your spending
accountability. You must know where your money went over 12 months or so. And
it must be honest and detailed.
 
For those of you that are clients of mine, you know all about this. But a reminder
or refresher can't hurt.
 
The expense sheet that I request clients fill out is a pretty detailed accounting for
almost every category of one's life.  A few areas that open many folks' eyes are how
much was spent on groceries and beverages, Sam’s Club, Walmart, and Target
type spending. Dining out and entertainment. Gifts to kids and grandkids. It's not
the typical budget expenses that are ever a problem (utilities, property taxes,
cable, internet, cell phone, car payment, vacations, tithing, etc.…)… it's the other
stuff like mentioned above.


