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Wayne’s mission is to be the ‘go to’ resource for retirement, 
tax, and financial planning. In addition to over 25 years of 
experience, Wayne brings to clients his status as a CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ (CFP®) practitioner, which is considered 
the “Gold Standard” in the financial services industry. Earning 
that certification required advanced coursework in taxes, 
retirement planning, estate planning, investments, risk 
management, and other financial issues. 

To learn more about how Great Lakes Benefits & Wealth 
Management can partner with you to develop a cohesive, prudent strategy to 
confidently pursue your lifestyle and financial goals, schedule a complimentary 
meeting with Wayne over the phone, through video-conference, or in our office.

Wayne K. Maslyk Jr., CFP
wayne@greatlakesbenefits.com

SANDUSKY 
1325 Hull Road
Sandusky, OH 44870
(419) 626-3900

ELYRIA 
347 Midway Mall Blvd, Suite 109
Elyria, OH 44035
(440) 934-3141

MADEIRA BEACH
150 153rd Ave, Unit 302
Madeira Beach, FL 33708
(727) 455-9388
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Recipe of the Month
Watermelon Salad

What’s in season? 
In July, berries like blueberries and raspberries, 
stone fruits like peaches and plums, and 
summer vegetables like corn, cucumbers, 
zucchini, and tomatoes are a plenty. Melons like 
watermelon and cantaloupe are also in season. 

www.culinaryhill.com/watermelon-salad

Anchored in family values

For the dressing:
1/3 cup olive oil
3 tablespoons lemon juice
1 teaspoon Tabasco or to taste
Salt
Freshly ground black pepper

For the salad:
1 small seedless watermelon cut into 1-inch chunks, chilled (about 10 cups)
8 ounces feta cheese crumbled (about 2 cups)
1 small red onion thinly sliced (or sweet Vidalia onion if preferred)
1 cup fresh mint leaves chopped, plus more for garnish (or basil if preferred!)

Mid-Year Financial Checkup
A mid-year financial checkup provides an 
opportunity to review income, spending, 
savings, investments, and tax planning while 
there is still time to make adjustments.

Review Your Budget and Spending Habits 
A good starting point for a mid-year financial 
checkup is reviewing income and expenses. 
Analyzing bank statements, credit card 
transactions, and budgeting tools can 
provide insight into spending patterns and 
highlight areas where adjustments may be 
needed.

Assess Savings and Emergency Funds 
Building and maintaining savings is an 
important part of financial planning. A 
mid-year review is a good time to check 
progress toward savings goals, whether 
for an emergency fund, a home purchase, 
education, or other financial priorities.

Evaluate Debt and Repayment Strategies 
Reviewing outstanding balances, interest 
rates, and repayment strategies mid-year 
can help keep debt under control.

Check Investment and 
Retirement Contributions 
The middle of the year is an ideal time 
to assess investment performance and 
retirement savings contributions. Market 
fluctuations, economic conditions, and 
personal financial goals can all impact 
investment strategies.

Review Tax Withholding and Deductions 
A mid-year checkup can help avoid 
surprises when filing your tax returns. 
Checking tax withholding amounts and 
estimated tax payments can help prevent 
underpayment penalties or unexpected 
liabilities.

Revisit Financial Goals 
A mid-year review provides an opportunity 
to reflect on financial goals set at the 
beginning of the year. Priorities may shift 
due to changes in income, expenses, or 
personal circumstances, making it important 
to reassess and adjust accordingly.

Review Insurance Coverage 
Insurance plays a role in financial planning 
by helping you manage potential risks. 
Halfway through the year is a good time to 
review coverage and determine whether any 
adjustments are necessary.

Plan for the Second Half of the Year 
The next step is setting priorities for the 
remainder of the year. Creating an action 
plan based on how the first half of the year 
has gone can help you keep your financial 
goals on track.

May recipient:
Mr. Todd Hand

THANK YOU for your referrals!
Refer us to a friend or family member and receive a gift card!

Light, fresh, and oh-so-juicy, this easy Watermelon Salad pairs summer’s 
sweetest melon with crunchy onion and tangy feta cheese.

To make the dressing, in a small bowl, whisk together the oil, lemon juice, and 
Tabasco. Season to taste with salt and pepper (I like 1 teaspoon salt and ½ 
teaspoon pepper).

In a large bowl, add the watermelon, feta, onion, and mint. Drizzle with the 
dressing and gently toss to combine. Garnish with mint and serve chilled.



Monthly Message from Wayne

Money is such a difficult topic. Your money. Why are 
you saving it? Why did you save it? How do you spend 
it? Do you even spend it? That’s what this month’s 
message is about. I recently bought a vehicle. It was 
kind of a collector. Custom mods, fresh candy-apple 
red paint, a real looker. I paid for it, paid the sales 
tax, paid for it to be shipped, licensed it, insured it, 
housed it, had some repairs done, then sold it. I sold 
it because we weren’t going to use it as planned. I 
sold it for more than I paid. But in the end, adding up 
all the numbers, I lost a good chunk of money. Did I 
really lose it, or is it just the cost of a hobby? When 
you buy a motorcycle, or boat, or camper, and you 
eventually sell it, if you did not come out ahead, is 
it really a loss, or the cost or price of your hobby or 
past time? When you go out for a nice dinner or take 
a weekend vacation, you spend good money, and 
then the event and your money are gone. Is that a bad 
investment? Should you not have gone and saved 
your money? Should you have gone to McDonalds or 
stayed at home instead of going to the nice dinner? 
Should you have stayed home for the weekend instead 
of taking that weekend trip? How big is your home? 
Do you really need that large of a house? How nice is 
your car, or how new is it? Do you really need to be 
driving something that nice? On the other hand, why 
is your house so small, and so old? You’re debt free, 
have plenty of cash flow, and have plenty saved. Why 
are you limiting your enjoyment in life? Why are you 
driving a 10-year-old car, with old safety and driving 
technology? You can easily afford a newer nicer safer 
one, why don’t you? You help your adult kids too 
much. You really don’t have the resources to do so. 

You have to curb your own lifestyle to continue to do 
so. But you still decide to continue. On the other hand, 
your adult child and their family is struggling. They’re 
good people trying to make the right decisions, 
working hard, not spending, but they still struggle. 
Why are you not helping them? You have plenty to do 
so, but yet you chose not to. 

We all make our choices and decisions in different 
ways with different rational. You would cringe if you 
knew how much I spend on our boating and travel 
lifestyle. I’m sure folks think I’m foolish, but that’s my 
choice. Sometimes I cringe when I see the way others 
spend their money. What they buy, what they do, and 
where they travel to. I think to myself, why is he doing 
that? That’s ridiculous, what a waste of money. Its 
“to each his own” when it all comes down to it. The 
beauty is, we can all spend, save, enjoy, invest, or 
even blow our money the way we want to. The key is 
to do it in a manor that meshes with yours and your 
family’s overall objectives. If you’re on a retirement 
path that shows you are behind with your target goals, 
you better not be buying that new toy or giving money 
to the adult child. If you are carrying credit card or 
HELOC debt, you probably should NOT buy that new 
car, or that bigger better house. If you have plenty 
and want to buy that expensive Thing-a-Ma-Jig, by 
all means do it! Whether or not our spending or not 
spending decisions can be seen as foolish to others, 
ignore that! As long as mathematically they mesh up 
with your overall personal and retirement goals. It’s 
a good Idea to work with a good Certified Financial 
Planner Professional™, to bounce things off of.  
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WATCH on WGGN 52
Saturday @ 9:30 AM / Sunday @ 4:00 PM / Monday @ 9:30 AM
WATCH on WCLF 22 Monday @ 5:00 PM
LISTEN on WLRD FM 96.9 Saturday @ 8:30 AM
LISTEN on WGGN FM 97.7 Sunday @ 10:00 AM

If you are one of Wayne’s “managed money” clients, don’t 
forget to take an interesting picture of you on vacation 
holding up our GLB “I am a Today’s Retiree” handkerchief 
for the chance to win a $100 gift card!

of the month...

Mr. Ed Grimm
Mr. & Mrs. Grimm visited the famous Stonehenge 

while on vacation in Europe!

TravelerTo run your numbers. To help you put a financial 
and retirement plan together, and to help you stay 
on track and not to make any decision that really 
is a foolish one and that could tank your overall 
financial objectives.

Until next month,
Wayne

P.S. Those of you that are clients of mine and have 
money in the market with me, should have received 
your invitation to our GLB Island Cruise. We will enjoy 
BBQ, open bar, live music, and a visit to Kelleys Island, 
Ohio. Looking forward to seeing you. Ships Ahoy!

P.P.S.S. If you’re not a client of mine yet, and you’re 
reading this, why aren’t you? What’s holding you 
back from reaching out? I am here to help!


