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Wayne’s mission is to be the ‘go to’ resource for retirement, 
tax, and financial planning. In addition to over 25 years of 
experience, Wayne brings to clients his status as a CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ (CFP®) practitioner, which is considered 
the “Gold Standard” in the financial services industry. Earning 
that certification required advanced coursework in taxes, 
retirement planning, estate planning, investments, risk 
management, and other financial issues. 

To learn more about how Great Lakes Benefits & Wealth 
Management can partner with you to develop a cohesive, prudent strategy to 
confidently pursue your lifestyle and financial goals, schedule a complimentary 
meeting with Wayne over the phone, through video-conference, or in our office.

Wayne K. Maslyk Jr., CFP
wayne@greatlakesbenefits.com

SANDUSKY 
1325 Hull Road
Sandusky, OH 44870
(419) 626-3900

ELYRIA 
347 Midway Mall Blvd, Suite 109
Elyria, OH 44035
(440) 934-3141
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150 153rd Ave, Unit 302
Madeira Beach, FL 33708
(727) 455-9388
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Recipe of the Month
American Flag Fruit Skewers

Anchored in family values

July recipient:
Mr. Kyle Munk

THANK YOU for your referrals!
Refer us to a friend or family member and receive a gift card!

Blueberries
Blackberries
Raspberries (or Strawberries cut 
into small pieces)
Mini marshmallows (or angel food 
cake cut into 1” cubes for a dessert 
option)
Skewer sticks

Separate 4 (or 5… doesn’t have to be exact) wooden skewers (about 8″ 
long or so) and layer on blueberries and blackberries. Finish the skewer 
by alternating mini marshmallows and raspberries (or strawberries cut into 
small pieces). For the remaining wooden skewers, just layer raspberries (or 
strawberries) and mini marshmallows.
Lay out the fruit skewers in an American Flag design on a platter or tray. 
Serve with optional fruit dip on the side for an extra sweet treat.
This “recipe” is very flexible, you can use strawberries, just blueberries, just 
blackberries, more or less skewers, etc. Keep chilled until ready to enjoy!

What’s in season? 
Fruits: Most berries, strawberries (at their 
peak!), cherries, apricots, early peaches, plums, 
watermelon, cantaloupe, honeydew
Vegetables: Sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, 
bell peppers, green beans, zucchini, summer 
squash, peas, sweet onions (like Vidalias)

Fruit Dip (optional)
1 8 oz package of cream cheese, 
room temp
1/2 teaspoon lemon juice
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 cup powdered sugar
Beat or mix all ingredients until 
smooth and creamy. Refrigerate 
until ready to serve.

www.bestappetizers.com/american-flag-fruit-skewers

A delightful and super easy red, white and blue addition to any snack, 
appetizer or dessert table for any patriotic get-together!

Mid-year Tax Planning Check-in
Tax planning is most effective when it happens throughout the 
year. A mid-year check-in allows you to assess what has already 
occurred and consider whether any adjustments may be helpful 
before year-end.
Review Your Income and Withholdings
Start by evaluating your current income and how much has been 
withheld for taxes so far. If your income has changed due to a 
raise, bonus, or job transition, your withholding may no longer 
align with your expected tax liability. For those who are self-
employed or have variable income, reviewing estimated quarterly 
payments can also help keep your plan on track.
Revisit Retirement Contributions
If you are contributing to an employer-sponsored plan or an IRA, 
consider whether your current contribution level aligns with your 
annual goals. If there is room within contribution limits, you may 
choose to increase contributions gradually during the second half 
of the year.
Consider Timing of Income and Expenses
The timing of income or deductible expenses can influence your 
overall tax picture. While this may not apply to everyone, it can be 
relevant for individuals with flexibility in when they receive income 

or make certain payments.These strategies depend on individual 
factors and should be reviewed with a qualified tax professional.
Evaluate Investment Activity
Mid-year is a good time to review: capital gains or losses realized 
so far, dividend and interest income, opportunities for tax-loss 
harvesting, if appropriate. Understanding how investment activity 
contributes to your overall tax picture can help you make more 
informed decisions for the remainder of the year.
Check for Life Changes
Major life events can significantly affect your tax situation. If 
you have experienced any of the following this year, a mid-year 
review may be especially important: marriage or divorce, birth 
or adoption of a child, job change or relocation, retirement or 
transition to part-time work. These changes may affect filing 
status, deductions, or credits. 

If you think you or a family member would benefit 
from financial planning guidance, call 866-626-3990 
to schedule a no-obligation discovery call.



where tradition is expected. But on the 4th, we just 
do what seems like would be the most fun for that 
day, based on the current weather forecast, and 
what’s expected to be on the grill. The 4th is also a 
good reminder that our year is more than half over 
and that Summer won’t be around forever. If you are 
a client and you haven’t been in for a review this year, 
or even longer, please make the effort. If you are not 
a client yet, please make the effort. It’s important. It’s 
important not just for you, but your family too!

Until next month,
Wayne

P.S. Those of you that have money in the stock market 
with me, you should have received your invitation 
to our annual Client Cruise to Kelleys Island. Please 
RSVP. There will be good food, entertainment, and 
friendship. Those that are not clients yet, we’d love to 
see you on the cruise next year!

Monthly Message from Wayne

When is it too late to chalk up a “failure” in life? 
I was thinking about this the other day. Those of you 
that are clients know that I regularly, in our meetings, 
ask if there are any upcoming expenses or events 
that need planning for? Especially fun ones! Trips, 
remodels, purchases, gifting to family, charitable 
objectives, business start-up adventures, second 
home? You get the idea. For folks that have been 
clients for I while, I may bring up some things they 
told me about early on in our professional relationship. 
And I ask if these goals, wishes, bucket list items, etc., 
have been accomplished yet? There are times I hear 
disheartening responses. “Well, I’m too old now”. “I 
just never got around to it”. “It’s too late now”. “My 
spouse doesn’t want to do anything or go anywhere 
anymore”. We all have excuses or reasons why we 
haven’t done something, but when is it really too late? 
This goes for your health too. If you’re fat and out of 
shape, and further along in retirement, is it just too late? 

Can there be such a thing or legitimate excuse of “It’s 
Too Late”, if you’re still breathing and living and not in 
a nursing home or hospital? I don’t have an answer for 
this. I’m not preaching this time. These are legitimate 
questions I’m asking you. Can it be too late? Is it too 
late? How do we know when it’s too late? What do we 
tell someone (like a spouse or friend) if they think it’s 
too late, but we may feel differently? It’s a tough one.

I hope you all enjoyed the 4th and the 250th 
anniversary of our country. It’s one of those more 
fun holidays I think, where families get together 
in a different mindset. Sometimes Christmas and 
Thanksgiving can feel more like an obligated visit 
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WATCH on WGGN 52
Saturday @ 9:30 AM / Sunday @ 4:00 PM / Monday @ 9:30 AM
WATCH on WCLF 22 Monday @ 5:00 PM
LISTEN on WLRD FM 96.9 Saturday @ 8:30 AM
LISTEN on WGGN FM 97.7 Sunday @ 10:00 AM

If you are one of Wayne’s 
“managed money” clients, 
don’t forget to take an 
interesting picture of you 
on vacation holding up 
our GLB “I am a Today’s 
Retiree” handkerchief for 
the chance to win a $100 
gift card!

of the month...
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Dence
While vacationing in Arizona, 
the Dences stopped at the 
famous Hackberry General 
Store located on historic 
Route 66.

Traveler

Colonial & Revolutionary Era (1607–1783)
1607: Jamestown, Virginia, is founded as the 
first permanent English settlement.
1775–1783: The American Revolutionary 
War is fought against Great Britain for 
independence.
1776: The Declaration of Independence is 
adopted on July 4.
1783: The Treaty of Paris officially ends the 
war and recognizes the United States as an 
independent nation.

The New Nation & Expansion (1787–1860)
1787: The U.S. Constitution is drafted to 
replace the Articles of Confederation.
1789: George Washington takes office as the 
first President of the United States.
1803: The Louisiana Purchase doubles the 
size of the country under President Thomas 
Jefferson.
1846–1848: The Mexican-American War leads 
to the annexation of vast western territories.

Civil War & Reconstruction (1861–1877)
1861–1865: The American Civil War is 
fought between the Union (North) and 
the Confederacy (South), largely over the 
institution of slavery.

1863: President Lincoln issues the Emancipation 
Proclamation, declaring enslaved people in 
Confederate territory to be free.
1865: The Civil War ends; the 13th Amendment 
abolishes slavery.
1865–1877: The Reconstruction Era focuses 
on rebuilding the South and integrating freed 
slaves into society.

Industrialization & Progressivism (1877–1919)
Late 1800s: Rapid industrialization, the 
completion of the Transcontinental Railroad, 
and massive immigration transform the U.S. 
into an economic powerhouse.
1914–1918: World War I begins in Europe. The 
U.S. enters the conflict in 1917, helping to tip 
the balance in favor of the Allied powers.

The Great Depression & World War II 
(1920s–1945)
1929: The Stock Market Crash triggers the 
global Great Depression.
1933: President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
introduces the New Deal to provide economic 
relief and recovery.
1941–1945: The U.S. enters World War 
II following the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
ultimately securing victory in the Pacific and 
European theaters.

The Cold War & Civil Rights (1945–1991)
1945–1991: The U.S. and the Soviet Union 
engage in the Cold War, a period of intense 
geopolitical tension and nuclear arms races.
1950s–1960s: The Civil Rights Movement 
campaigns for equal rights and desegregation, 
leading to the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964.
1969: The U.S. successfully completes the 
Apollo 11 mission, becoming the first nation to 
land a man on the Moon.

The Modern Era (1991–Present)
1991: The collapse of the Soviet Union ends 
the Cold War, leaving the U.S. as the world’s 
sole superpower.
2001: September 11 terrorist attacks trigger 
the U.S.-led global War on Terror.
2008: The worst financial crisis since the 
Great Depression leads to significant 
economic and legislative reforms.
2020: The COVID-19 pandemic causes 
profound global health and economic 
impacts.
Present: The U.S. continues to navigate 
the complexities of globalization, rapid 
technological advancements, and shifting 
geopolitical power dynamics.

Abbreviated Timeline of the United Statesfor history buffs...


